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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 
The Cabinet Member is recommended to:  
 

1. Approve the additional payment of grants as requested by government and as set out by the 
full guidance provided by government departments including the additional categories as 
referred to in paragraphs 7.4 to 7.5 under the councils discretionary powers;  
 

2. Instruct officers to ensure that the payments are processed in accordance with the agreed 
schemes for the qualifying properties and rebilling takes place at the earliest opportunity and 
that any further categories as advised by government to be included within the scheme are 
also processed at the earliest opportunity; 
 
 

 
1. SUMMARY OF MAIN ISSUES 
 
1.1 In response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) the government have made changes to many 

aspects of the economy providing support to businesses and individuals in various ways. As 
part of these measures the government are providing support to some businesses in a 
number of ways which are either linked to or directly reduce the business rate liability. 

 
1.2 Although the government will fully fund these additional payments and reliefs through the use 

of grants payments, these are for local authorities to administer. The government are not 
making amendments to the primary legislation governing these payments as they are for a 
limited time only and are instead asking authorities to use their discretionary powers to 
administer them, which is in line with previous schemes albeit on a much smaller scale. 

 
 

 



 
 

 
2. PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 
 

2.1 This report is for the Cabinet Member for Finance to consider the various relief and 
payments to be given to business ratepayers under paragraph 3.4.3 of Part 3, Section 3 of 
the constitution in accordance with the terms of their portfolio at paragraph (h). 

 
2.2 With the approval of the Chairman of Growth, Environment, and Resources Committee, the 

urgency procedure, special urgency procedure, and waiver of call-in procedure have been 
invoked to suspend the requirement to publish notice of the decision for 28 days, to suspend 
the requirement to publish the decision for five days, and to subject the decision to a three 
day call-in period. These procedures have been invoked due to the nature of the scheme, 
the receipt of final guidance for its delivery, and the importance of it getting to its intended 
recipients as quickly as possible who are in financial difficulty due to COVID-19. 

 
2.3 The Council have £4.045m of funding but potentially significant numbers of applicants and 

the Grant’s period extends through the next financial year.  This is why the Council have 
proposed 2 application process, one for this financial year and one for the 2021/22 financial 
year.   

 
3. TIMESCALE  
 

Is this a Major Policy 
Item/Statutory Plan? 

NO If Yes, date for relevant 
Cabinet Meeting 

N/A 

 
4. DETAILS OF DECISION REQUIRED  
 
4.1 In April and June 2020, the Cabinet Member for Finance approved additional Grants and 

Reliefs for Business due to the COVID-19 emergency through the Council’s discretionary 
Scheme.  Further Grants are now available and as such they need to be added to the 
Council’s discretionary scheme in order for payment.  The additional grants as requested by 
government and as set out by the full guidance provided by government departments now 
includes the additional categories as referred to in paragraphs 7.4 to 7.5 under the Councils 
discretionary powers. 

 
4.2 Instruct officers to ensure that the payments are processed in accordance with the agreed 

schemes for the qualifying properties at the earliest opportunity and that any further 
categories as advised by government to be included within the scheme are also processed at 
the earliest opportunity. 

 
5. CONSULTATION 
 
5.1 Consultation has been undertaken with Local MP’s, Opportunity Peterborough, 

Peterborough Positive, Group Leaders and the Local Taxation section in drafting this 
updated scheme. 

 
6. ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES 
 
6.1 When the measures are agreed, the relevant payments will be processed and the business 

will see the financial benefit for 2020-21 and 2021-22 in order to assist with financial 
pressures arising from the covid-19 outbreak.  

 
7. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS & ANY RELEVANT BACKGROUND 

INFORMATION 
 
7.1 Due to the coronavirus outbreak the government have over the last few Months, commencing 

with the Chancellors budget on 11th March and culminating in his further budget on the 25th 



 
 

November and the Prime Ministers announcements on the 31st October, made significant 
changes to the level of support they are providing to business within certain sectors.  

 
7.3 As the major reliefs are again only for a limited period the Government is not changing the 

primary legislation covering the reliefs available to properties. Instead the Government will, in 
line with the eligibility criteria set out in the guidance, reimburse local authorities that use their 
discretionary relief powers, under section 47 of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (as 
amended) to grant relief. The reimbursement to authorities will be provided by payments to 
be credited to the general fund with grants under section 31 of the Local government Act 
2003. 

 
7.4 The effect of the announcements on the 31st October has resulted in the following addition to 

grants and reliefs already approved for 2020/21 – Additional Restrictions Grant: 
 
7.4.1 Cash Grants 
 

Following the implementation of the BEIS Grants (approved in April and June) the 
Government has allocated the Council further funding in November for allocation to 
businesses based on the criterion set out in Appendix A.  
 
At a high level this sets out that the Council will provide additional support via grant payments 
to organisations who fit within the following areas: 

a. Businesses with a RV above £51,000; 

b. Indoor soft-play centres and similar leisure businesses; 

c. Businesses without non domestic property costs, if they can demonstrate a significant 

COVID Impact; 

d. The leisure and hospitality supply chain: e.g. Wedding Venues and their suppliers; 

e. Any business who can demonstrate a significant fall in turnover; 

f. Support for Day Nurseries; 

g. Support for the beauty, performing arts and crafts sector; 

h. Rent support for single owned businesses for a single month; 

i. Support for independents, freelancers and businesses in the “live events” sector. 

 
Funding allocated to the Council, £4.045m, will be distributed in 2 tranches, one from 5th 
November until the 31st March 2021, and the second from 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022.  

 
Applications will be dealt with on a first come first paid basis for each Tranche.  When the 
funding envelope has been used no further payments will be made, even if applications have 
been received.  
 

7.5  For all the grants the respective government departments are providing detailed guidance 
covering all aspects of the measure including eligibility criteria, funding arrangements, 
reconciliation processes, etc, which must be followed when implementing the grant payment. 

 
8. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
8.1 None have been considered as there are no other realistic options to deal with this issue. 
  
9. IMPLICATIONS 

 
Finance 

 
9.1 The full details of this revised grant is known and set out in detail in Appendix A.  The gross 

cost of the measures will be significant however the overall net impact on the Council’s 



 
 

general fund will be neutral as the government have undertaken to fully fund them. In 
addition the government have committed to providing new burdens funding to cover the 
administrative costs of dealing with these reliefs and grants. 

 
9.2 Estimated payments of this new grant Scheme is estimated at £4.045m.   
 
 Legal 
 
9.3 Awards of relief under these schemes are granted under the discretionary relief scheme 

which is detailed in s47 Local Government Finance Act, as inserted by Section 69 of the 
Localism Act 2011.   

 
9.4  Awards of discretionary relief to the rate payers outlined within section 7 of this CMDN are 

allowed under s47 Local Government Finance Act 1988 (as amended by the Local 
Government Act 2003) and the Local Government and Rating Act 1997. 

 
Carbon Impact Assessment  

 
9.5 There are no carbon impact implications to consider. 
 
10.  DECLARATIONS / CONFLICTS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS GRANTED 

 
None. 
 

11. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
 Used to prepare this report, in accordance with the Local Government (Access to Information Act 1985) and The 

Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012 

 
11.1 There are no additional documents.  
 
12. APPENDICES 
 
12.1 Appendix A - Guidance for applications to Peterborough City Council Local Authority 

Additional Restrictions Grant Fund 
 
        
 


